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Grass is scarce, say farmers

Cows allowed to roam freely due to constraints

Y ALLISON LAl
fewsdesha Lrestar. com.my

MALACCA: Livestock awners here
cited the lack of grazing areas on
their farms as ans-of the reasons
conws are allowed to roam free.

Malacca Dairy Corporations secre-
lary B, Bacha Lal, 57, from Ayer
Walek in Malacca, said notall farm
ershad enoueh grazing land on their
farms.

“50 they allow the cows to
roam frealy,

“Sormi also don't want fo ot grass
for their cows,” he said at the corpo-
ratlons’ office in Jasm hene yester-
day.
He was commenting on laiter by
The'Star reader on an accident along

the North-South Expressway caused
by cows,

Bacha Lal noted that most of the
cows hal were et out o roam
freely are reared for their beef and
fol milk

“They are not attended (o like
daivy eows" he said, adding that
there vere about 2,500 dairy and.ap
estimated 10,000 beef cows in the
State.

Bacha lal also pointed out that
soine of the plantations owners cul
off cove access to thelr land.

The Department of Veteripary
Services (DVS), he-said, should
keep a list of liveslock owners and
the number of cattle, and educate
them on the importabce of keeping
thelr animals away [rom roads

and hizhways.

He said the owners rarely came
forward after an accident s they
wrre afraid of being charged with
negligence.

‘Experienced dairy cow farmer
Kapt P, Jaganpatham [rom Gadek,
Alor Gajah, here said it was usual for
spadl-scale Lanners to let their cows
ream due to hudget and manpower
constraints,

*They might nat have enough
money to bulld a proper feedlot or
hire farmhands to cut the grass for
the cows," he said vesterday,

'he highway authoricies should
efisure proper fencing 5 constructed
and repair any damage 1o prevent
untoward  incidents, said  Kapt
{agannatham,
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